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A Study Day A Force of Nature: The Art of Laura Knight 
Thursday 2 September 2021 starts at 10.30am 

At Truro Library, Pydar Street,Truro,TR1 1EP
includes 3 lectures with a break for coffee at 11.30am and lunch from

1.00 to 2.00pm with Q and A session at 11.45 and 3.00pm.
(Wearing of masks is requested in public areas and contact details for

Track and Trace) 
Lunch and drinks can be pre-ordered from the Flying Aubergine 

café downstairs on arrival or bring your own).
email catherinewallace2@icloud .com to book and pay in advance  by cheque or BACS.

Cost £30
----------------------------------------------------------

Lecture 1. From Darkness into Light:  Nottingham, Staithes and Cornwall
Lecture 2. Outsiders: Ballet dancers, Actors, Circus acts, African Americans and Gypsies 
Lecture 3. Later Works: London, Malvern, War Work, Late Performances and Portraits

The new book on Laura Knight : A Celebration with two es-
says by  Catherine Wallace one on Laura Knights time in
Cornwall the other on her life in London and Malvern in the
1930s and 40s. Edited by Elizabeth Knowles other essays are
written by Rosie Broadley, Alice Strickland, Neil Walker and
Timothy Wilcox. Published by Sansom they are available from
Penlee House Gallery and Museum in Penzance when the
exhibition to accompany the book closes 16 September 2021
. Price £20 . A very colourful  well illustrated and interesting
publication.  



New Courses on Zoom and Live September - 
November  2021

The First Art Colony in St. Ives 1890 - 1949
(Note new start date) Tuesday 7 September -19 October 2021

on Zoom/ You Tube
and

Thursday 9 September - 21 October 2021
At Truro Library 10.30 - 12.30pm LIVE!

(Wearing of masks is requested in public areas but not in lecture room)
10.30 - 12.30am

email me at catherinewallace2@icloud .com to book and payA £20 deposit in advance 
by cheque or BACS. 

Cost £140 for 7 weeks or £20 a week.  Please indicate whether you want to do the course
on Zoom/ recorded on You Tube or Live.

On this new course we will look at the first colony of artists who came to St. Ives in the
late 19th century. It was an international melting pot with painters coming from as far as
America, Australia, New Zealand and Sweden to capture the ever changing light. The
predominant subject was the sea and particularly nocturnes and twilight pictures which
artists such as Julius Olsson and Louis Grier perfected. But there were also figure
painters including William H. Titcomb and Adrian Stokes. St. Ives also attracted many
women artists, some were marine painters such as Mary McCrossan and some spe-
cialised in depicting children such as Marianne Stokes and Helene Schjerfbeck. The
founding of the St. Ives Society of Artists in 1927 widened the range of artists who came
to St. Ives. We look at some of the many artists who exhibited at the Society from 1927
to 1949. We end with the continuation of the figurative tradition being taught at the St.
Ives School of  Painting from 1938 - 1949.



Public Lectures: Monday 20 September 2021  2.30pm
At Porthmeor Studios, Back Road West, St. Ives TR26 1NG as
part of the St. Ives September Festival tickets £5.50 To book visit
https://www.stivesseptemberfestival.co.uk/talks/

Anchor Studio as an Art School - The Forbes School of Painting
1899 - 1939, by Catherine Wallace In its forty year existence over 200 artists
went through the doors of the Forbes School in Newlyn. They were taught by Stanhope Forbes,
whose own style and approach to painting was to influence his teaching along with his wives Eliza-
beth and then Maud Forbes. This lecture looks at Forbes’ work and that of some of his students,
some came from as far as New Zealand for the experience, some were to become well know such
as Dod and Ernest Procter and many of them were women.

New Publication and exhibition : The
Story of Anchor Studio
This book provides a picture of the historic Anchor 
Studio and the two artists who owned it between 1888
when it was built and 2000. Stanhope Forbes and John
Wells. Three distinguished specialists have contributed
essays: Dr. Joanna Mattingly on the history of Newlyn,
Catherine Wallace on Stanhope Forbes and Anne 
Barlow, Director of Tate St. Ives on John Wells. The 
acclaimed conservation architect Rolfe Kentish has 
written about the remarkable restoration of the building
and how it was achieved. Local historian Barry West 
describes in vivid detail how Stanhope Forbes’ anchor
was found abandoned in the studio’s overgown garden.
The book was edited by Elizabeth Knowles MBE, a 
former member of the Trust’s Board.
Discovering Anchor Studio: An Artist’s Haven in Newlyn
opens at Penlee House  Gallery and Museum in Pen-
zance on 25 September 2021.
This publication will be available from Penlee House from 25 September and from the Borlase
Smart -John Wells Trust at Porthmeor Studios in St. Ives.



War Art Lectures on Zoom/ You Tube November 2021



Proposed Talks and courses for 2022  (to be confirmed)
Course 3: History of Cornish Art from 1940 onwards  
On Zoom or You Tube 1 hour £10 a session £70 for 7 weeks
Tuesdays 25th January - 15 March 2022 (no lecture on 22nd February)
10.30 - 11.45am (including Q and A session at end)
This seven week course at the development of art in Cornwall  from 1940 to the current art scene.
Starting with St. Ives modernism and the split between representational and abstract artists in the
late 40s including Barns-Graham, Ben Nicholson, Sven Berlin through the expressionism and 
spiritual paintings of Peter Lanyon, John Miller, and Michael Finn. The history of naïve painters from 
Alfred Wallis to John Dyer is also included here.  It also looks at both tutors and students at 
Falmouth College of Art from 1950 onwards. Cornwall has generated masters of printmaking, 
photography, sculpture and other medium which will all be explored as well as the landscape and
figurative revival current in the Cornish art scene.

The Art Collections of Cornwall –Penlee House Gallery and 
Museum’s Fine & Decorative Art Collection  
On Zoom or You Tube 2 hour Sessions £20 or £140 for 7 weeks
Fridays 4th February - 25 March 2022 (no lecture on 25th February)
10.30 - 12.30am
This 7 week course looks thematically through time at the rich and diverse collection kept at Penlee
House. Beginning with portraits and people we look behind the faces of  local dignitaries and famous
personalities from the 18th to the 20th centuries as well as artist’s self portraits such as those by
Stanhope Forbes, Dod Procter, Fred Hall, and Bernard Leach.The development of Penzance and
Newlyn are seen through prints, drawings, watercolours, posters and paintings. We also look at
other landscapes and buildings of Cornwall. The marine and bird life of Cornwall is also represented
with paintings by H.S.Tuke. C.N.Hemy and E. Bouverie Hoyton. The collection also includes views
of European cities by artists such as Albert Goethals as well as artists who came from abroad to
paint in Cornwall such as Helene Schjerfbeck. Penlee has fine examples of Newlyn copper, 
ceramics and Cryséde textiles as well as an extensive photographic archive, which shall all be 
surveyed on this course.

Hardy Exotics Part 2: History of Cornish Gardens, houses and
families. 29th March -12 May 2022 (no classes 12th & 14th April)
2 hours sessions £20 each or £120 for 6 weeks possible garden
tours at end.
Tuesdays from 29th March  on Zoom/ You Tube and Thursdays
from 31st March At Truro Library (Time to be confirmed )
This is the second course on Cornish Garden history and is an overview of the families, houses and
art collectionss as well as their gardens. I hope to include the following on this course but this is 
subject to change. Prideaux Place in Padstow and Pencarrow House and gardens, Bodmin; 
Trewidden and Trengwainton NT in Penzance; The Lost Gardens of Heligan and Tregrehan Gardens
both near St. Austell; Trelissick Gardens NT near Truro, Lamorran Gardens at St. Mawes and
Bonython Gardens on the Lizard and the Barbara Hepworth Sculpture Garden as well as 
Tremenhere Sculpture Garden in West Penwith.


